
WELCOME TO HAY TOWN COUNCILS NEWSLETTERWELCOME TO HAY TOWN COUNCILS NEWSLETTER

Hay Town Council applied in April 
2018 to Natural Resources Wales for 
funding for a project called Shared 
Spaces. We are very pleased to an-
nounce that we have been success-
ful in our application. The funding is 
to continue the Miles without Stiles 
project that is committed to improving 
access around Hay Town. 
This is particularly for those with mo-
bility issues and those with prams and 
pushchairs, as well as to open up ac-
cess to the surrounding countryside. 
We aim to create a 5 mile, circular 
pathway that is open for all mobility 
groups to use.

The grant of £10,000 will enable us to 
carry out the following tasks: 
• Installation of portable ramps to 
shops where appropriate
• Installation of kissing gates instead of 
stiles or hard-to-open gates
• Footpath surface improvements
• Creation of wooden sculptures

• Provision of interpretation boards
• Planting of native trees, wildfl owers 
and bulbs
• Installation of electric car charging 
portals.

The project will be managed by a 
Steering Group, and we will also cre-
ate a new Low Carbon Energy Steering 
Group to look at ways to reduce Hay 
on Wye’s carbon footprint.

The health and well-being benefi ts for 
people enjoying green open spaces 
are well documented, and we hope 
that Shared Spaces will create oppor-
tunities for local residents and visitors 
alike, to enjoy the wonderful natural 
resources we have on our doorstep.

If anyone would like to know more 
about Shared Spaces or get involved in 
the project, please contact Nick Bur-
dekin on 01497 820 296 or: 
haytownclerk@hotmail.co.uk
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Shared Spaces



Miles Without Stiles aims to make 
access to footpaths easier for all by 
improving the surface of footpaths, 
installing bridges and replacing stiles 
with user friendly gates.

As many of you may have seen, an-
other section of the Miles Without 
Stiles project has been completed at 
the Cae Mawr field adjacent to the 
main car park. 

A new accessible bridge and a self 
closing pedestrian gate have been in-
stalled at the lower corner.

GET WALKING
After a couple of years absence the Hay Walking Festival is making a resurgence.
The festival will take place on the weekend of the 12th, 13th and 14th of October.

There will be approximately 20 walks over the weekend 
with something for everyone, even two walks with pack ponies.

There will also be two evenings of events with a great line up of talks
and a quiz for entertainment.

Programmes are available from many shops in Hay and the Tourist Information Bureau.
You can also book places on the website. www.haywalkingfestival.com

This work has been funded and 
organised by the Brecon Beacons 
National Parks with a sub contractor 
doing the heavy groundworks.
There are still a few stiles and kiss-
ing gates in and around that field that 
need replacing. They are due to be 
completed in the next few months by 
the BBNPA wardens and volunteers. 

This is great news and another step 
towards the MwS goal. The Town 
Council apologies for any inconven-
ience and footpath closure while the 
work took place.

Miles Without Stiles is Growing



 
The Hay in Bloom Steering Group 
met again in June and looked at ways 
to improve the town centre and ap-
proaches into Hay-on-Wye. 
Here are some of the ideas:
• Creating iconic floral structures on 
the main gateways into Hay
• Designing a Hay in Bloom logo
• Asking businesses to help sponsor 
Hay in Bloom
• Improving current planting in the 
town centre
• De-weeding and litter picking
Do you have any suggestions?
Hay in Bloom has an initial 3-year 
plan, starting this summer, building 
up to entering the formal Wales in 
Bloom competition in Summer 2020. 
Hay in Bloom volunteers recently 
tidied up the old library site as it was 
becoming over-run.
We have also entered a national 
competition run by Cultivation Street. 
With this competition in mind, if 
any of you know of any green ar-
eas around town that could become 
community gardens or growing spac-
es, then please let us know.
The group came up with the idea of 
designing and constructing a wooden

train to be filled with plants and in-
stalled along the Old Railway Line. 
We hope that the Cultivation Street 
judges will be impressed with our 
entry!

We are encouraging as many business-
es and residents in and around Hay-
on-Wye to embrace Hay in Bloom and 
go the extra mile. This can be done by 
putting out planters, displaying hang-
ing baskets or planter troughs, picking 
up litter, cleaning up after your dog, or 
taking part in more innovative ideas, 
such as planting up old wheelbarrows, 
wellington boots, bikes and so on. 
Many residents and businesses have 
already embraced this idea and have 
done so long before Hay in Bloom 
began. A huge thank you to everyone 
who has got involved so far! 
For full details of how you can support 
Hay in Bloom, please contact:
Nick Burdekin on: 01497 820296 or 
e-mail: haytownclerk@hotmail.co.uk 

Hay is Beginning to Bloom



At the recent AGM Trudy Stedman was re-elected as Mayor and Josie Pearson 
was elected as Deputy Mayor. Our congratulations to them both.
Councillors are now:
Helen Davies    01497 821245
Jim Gamon    01497 820935   Chair: Finance and Recycling 
Rob Golesworthy   01497 820491   Chair: Premises 
Fiona Howard    01497 821264   Chair: Town Events 
Derek Price    01497 821111
Hugh Sawyer    07538 037770
Alan Powell    01497 820803   Chair: Fishing and Estates
James Prothero   07391374623

The average age of our councillors took a turn for the 
better with James Prothero  being co-opted on to our 
council. We welcome him coming on board. James 
moved to Hay in January from Three Cocks.

I have already taken part in community activities in-
cluding Hay in Bloom as well as getting involved in 
litter picking with the woodland community group 
on the old railway line. I am delighted to be on the 
Town Council working with such a fantastic team 
and really look forward to the future.

A New Young Councillor

Annual General Meeting

Mayor: Trudy Stedman  07866 818600
Deputy Mayor: Josie Pearson 07875 000750   Chair: Communications 
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